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Test Scores in Educational Evaluation Reports: Information for Teachers and Families 
 

Introduction  
Educational evaluation reports are written to increase understanding of a student’s educational needs and inform the reader what to do to help 
the student.  Much of the information included in the educational evaluation report is focused on the results of tests and assessments.  A 
student’s performance on different tests can be described using a variety of types of test scores.  The following descriptions are intended to help 
teachers and family members better understand the information found in an educational evaluation report. 
 

Types of Norm-Referenced Test Scores  
Norm-referenced tests show how a student’s performance on the test compares with other students his/her age or grade that were part of the 
standardization sample.  This sample is a large group of test takers from across the nation that were part of the development of the test.  This 
sample represents the larger population the test was intended for.  The following are types of scores that may be reported from norm-referenced 
tests. 

 

 Standard Scores:  This type of score takes the student’s obtained or raw score (see definition under Types of Criterion-Referenced Test 
Scores) on a test, and converts it to a number based on how other students performed on the test when the test was developed.  
Standard scores show how far above or below average a student’s performance on the test is.  By using a common scale, a student’s 
standard score can be used to compare his or her performance to other students, even those from other grades or age groups.    Many 
intelligence and academic achievement tests use standard scores.  Most tests with standard scores utilize a scale with an average score of 
100, with scores between 85 and 115 considered to be the “average range”.   
 

 Confidence Intervals:  Test scores only represent a student’s performance on the day of testing, under a set of conditions.  A confidence 
interval is a range of scores that a student’s true score is likely to fall a certain percentage of the time.  Most often a range of scores is 
reported at either the 90% or 95% level.  The range would then represent where a student’s score would likely fall 90 or 95% of the time.   
For example, if a student scored 88 on a test on a particular day and the test had a 95% confidence interval of  + or – 5, then the student’s 
true score 95% of the time would fall within the range of 83 to 93 (88-5 to 88+5). 
  

 T-Scores:  These scores are similar to standard scores, but have an average of 50.  Scores between 40 and 60 are considered to be 
average 
 

 Percentiles: These scores show how a student's performance ranks in comparison to other students his age or grade.  This score is also 
based on how students performed on the test during the development of the test.  A percentile tells where a student would rank out of 
100 students.   For example, a student who scores at the 55

th
 percentile has a score that is equal to or greater than the score of 55 out of 

100 students.  This is frequently confused with percentage, such as a score on a classroom test, which tells you the percentage of 
questions correct.  A percentile of 55 would be within the average range, with a student scoring better than 55 out of 100 students; a 
percentage of 55 means the student correctly completed 55% of the items, typically considered a failing score. 
 

 Stanines: Stanines take all of the percentile rankings and divide them into 9 groupings.  The groups are not equal, with a larger number of 
student scores in the middle group and the smallest number in the outer groups.  These scores range from one to nine, with a stanine 
score of 5 being average. Scores above 5 are above average and scores below 5 are below average. 
 

 Z-Scores:  These scores range from -4 to +4.  Zero is the average. Positive scores are above average. Negative scores are below average. 
 

 Age/Grade Equivalent Scores:  Age and grade equivalent scores indicate that a student’s obtained or raw score is the same as the score 
obtained by an average student of the same age or grade in the standardization sample.  For example, if a student’s performance is 
associated with a grade equivalent of 5.8, this indicates the student’s score is the same as the median score of an average student in the 
eighth month of fifth grade.  This does not necessarily mean that the student has acquired all of the skills at the 5.8 grade level of skills.  
Age/grade equivalent scores have limited validity and reliability and should not be used to make decisions about eligibility or placement.  

Types of Criterion-Referenced Test Scores  
Criterion-referenced tests measure the student’s level of mastery of specific content, curriculum, or objectives.   

 

 Raw Scores: This is the actual number of items or objectives the student completed correctly. 
 

 Cut-Scores:  These scores indicate the level considered to be passing, or the level for a certain description.  For example, on ISTEP+ the 
student receives a raw score.  The score is then compared to predefined cut-scores which determine if the student did not pass, passed, 
or is at a pass+ level.  The cut-scores on ISTEP+ are determined for everyone in a particular grade, regardless of the student’s age.   
 

 Percentages:   Percentages are often reported to show how many of a particular content set or group of test items was answered 
correctly.  For example, Acuity provides a percentage to reflect the amount of correct answers of questions based on a set of standards. 

 


